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Who we are and what we do..

BIMCO is the world’s largest international shipping association, with more than 1,900 members 
in more than 120 countries. Our global membership includes shipowners, operators, managers, 

brokers and agents. 

• Contracts and Clauses (from shipbuilding to recycling)

• Information on website ( Cargo databases, KPI system, Regulatory and technical content)

• Training – In-depth and high level training on commercial matters

• Support and advice 

• Shipping Analysis 

• Martech – Technical and regulatory affairs



Source: Seatrade maritime news

We stay ahead of the game...



Some important dates

08 Sep 2017

BWTS to be approved as 
new G8 guidelines 

(BWMS code) . 

All new installations to be 
approved as per new G8 
guidelines (BWMS Code)

G2 standard at next 
renewal survey

BWM Convention came 
into force

Most ships will need to 
comply with US regulations 
(unless specific extensions 

granted)

Most ships to comply with 
IMO BWM Convention

28 Oct 2018

8 Sep 2019

28 Oct 2020

01 Jan 2021

08 Sep 2024

08 Sep 2017



Source: IMO circular - BWM.2-Circ.62 
MEPC. 306(73)

• Ballast water management plan should have predetermined actions   

• Communicate with port state as soon as possible. This means destination port and agree on 
the action to be taken. 

• Consider the following and agree with port state and flag state
• Discharge ballast water to another ship or land-based facility

• Operational action such as modifying sailing or ballast water discharge schedules, internal transfer of ballast 

water, retention of ballast water on board the ship. Port State and ship should consider any safety issues 

and avoid possible undue delays. 

• Ballast water exchange to an approved plan ( Reg B4) 
• Port state should report this to IMO

Contingency measures
BWM.2/Circ 62 



Contingency measures
BWM.2/Circ 62

• The ship - correct the malfunction of the BWMS as soon as possible

• submit its repair plan to the port state control authorities and the flag state

• The port State, the flag State and the ship should work together to agree on the most 

appropriate solution

• The Port state should report the information on the use of contingency measures in 

accordance with EBP

Source: IMO circular - BWM.2-Circ.62 
MEPC. 306(73)



Contingency measures

Source: MPA shipping circular 10/2019

Source: IMO circular - BWM.2-Circ.62 
MEPC. 306(73)



Contingency measures

Source:  Panama Merchant Marine Circ: MMC-345

Source: IMO circular - BWM.2-Circ.62 
MEPC. 306(73)



Practical Experience
• Ship was heading towards load port

• Port agents inform the ship to conduct a BWE 

before loading

• Ship reports that there is no time or sea room 

to conduct a BWE

• Port agents insist

• Ship delays voyage to get BWE done

• Charterer off-hires the ship for the time lost

• In hindsight, ship has a valid D2 equipment and 

proper IBWMC



Thank you!
Contact BIMCO at

www.bimco.org
hsse@bimco.org  
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